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per cent, of milk sold in bottles was capped in this way. It is estimated
that over 100,000,000 of these caps are used yearly in this country, and it
is safe to prophesy that their use is likely to increase considerably in the
future. This type of cap possesses the following advantages :

(1)  The lip of the bottle is entirely covered, thus preventing contamination.

(2)  The cap is easily removed by tearing the tag provided.     This simple
method of opening prevents milk being spilled, as so often occurs with discs
which are difficult to remove.

Aluminium caps form an ideal seal but their choice is important, prefer-
ence being always given to one which cannot be removed and replaced as
is possible with some types now in use. This type of closure has been
approved for use with all designated milks.

Methods of Bottling Milk

Methods of bottling milk
vary according to the
quantity to be dealt with.
Bottling milk at the farm
is without doubt the best
method, but this is not
always possible. When
small quantities are treated
in this way it is not usually
necessary to provide special
bottling plant. The bottling
machine, especially if it is of
the power-driven type, adds
considerably to the capital
outlay involved and also to
the quantity of apparatus
which requires to be steri-
lised. The cooler is usually
provided with a tray under-
neath and, if a plug is fitted,
the bottles may be filled
one at a tirae as the milk
leaves the tray. This is a
very slow process, as is the
method of filling two or more bottles simultaneously by means of a bottling
attachment fitted to the cooler. These methods could obviously not be used
if a large quantity of milk had to be dealt with daily. It should also be
remembered that, when milk is bottled at the farm direct from the cooler,
the intervals between morning and evening milking should be approximately
similar in order to equalise the amount of butter fat in each milking. In
addition, it is advisable to allow milk from several cows to accumulate in the
receiving pan above the cooler before it is cooled and bottled.

Milk is sometimes bottled by means of a measure fitted with a spout. This
is satisfactory if a small quantity only is to be handled. Milk may also be
bottled by making use of a tapped churn, but in this case particular care
must be taken to ensure that the tap is properly cleansed and sterilised
after use. If this is not done, it is likely to become a potent source of
contamination.
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